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\ Subject: industrial hoses 

This electronic memo summarizes information relating to the removal of a significant amount of 
industrial hoses from the 12th Street Landfill/Dump Site. 

The location of the 12th Street Landfill/Dump Site Removal Action is adjacent to a Facility which 
formerly manufactured industrial hoses. The company which formerly operated the facility is 
called Electric Hose and Rubber (this name appears on the facility water tower and in the 
records). Current operations in the buildings formerly used by Electric Hose and Rubber do not 
include the manufacture of hoses. 

The Removal Action is conducted on several parcels of land containing various types of debris and 
"soil" contaminated by lead and other contaminants. The debris includes large amounts of various 
types of hoses, blobs of resinous (rubber-like) material (some contained in drum remains), and 
coils of steel and stainless steel wire. The hose types include various diameters (up to about 3 
inches), colors (black and green), and types (rubber and steel braided). The hose exists in small 
pieces and in large coils tied with cord. 

An interview between EPA's Larry Richardson and a former employee describes a process wherein 
a lead cast was used to make hoses. We have found a piece of metal on the Site with an imprint 
of a hose. This piece is currently with the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control (DNREC). 

We have aerial photographs of the Site beginning in about 1950 which show that the Facility is 
connected to the dump area by a road (one picture has a truck on the road). The area of the 
debris coincides with an area of disturbance on the photographs. 

During the initial period of the Removal Action, I found a tangle of hoses protruding from the 
ground containing numerous hose pieces with a label. The label contained the words "Electric 
Hose and Rubber". The EPA technical assistance contractor took a picture of the labels. 
Unfortunately the picture was very fuzzy when developed. The hoses with the labels have been 
disposed. We still have the fuzzy pictures and our memory. 

During the Removal Action, EPA removed the debris from areas requiring grading. This process 
generated, several hundred tons of various types of hoses, coils of wire, and blobs of rubber-like 
material. This debris has been disposed. 

Towards the end of the Removal Action, I started a collection of various types of hoses to 
demonstrate the variety of hoses located in the dump area. Although some of the hoses have 
numbers and. label information, none of our existing samples are identified with the Electric 
Rubber and Hose label. There are still vast amounts of hoses and debris in the dump area since 
the action does not entail removal of all debris. 

Do you want the hose pieces or metal piece ? 




